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 Coming this October 

 

TASTING NOTES - the Music of Wine  
 

7pm, Friday 10 th September & Saturday 11 th September  
Ten Minutes By Tractor Cellar Door Restaurant  

 

!You have never been to a wine dinner quite  like this. .." 
 
Deep in the hills of Tuscany, a winegrower plays classical music to his vines. In a dark underground cellar in Austria, a 
winemaker points a microphone at his bubbling fermentations and releases the recordings on CD. In California, a wine 
scientist demonstrates how listening to different styles of music can transform the flavour of the wine in your mouth. 
And in New York, a restaurateur matches wines and food with the songs of Led Zeppelin - played really loud.  
 
Now leading Mornington Peninsula winery Ten Minutes by Tractor  presents a very special dinner exploring the 
surprising, intimate and ancient connections between the wines we drink and the music we listen to. Diners will learn 
how music affects taste; how wine can lubricate musical creativity; how there is music to be found in the sounds of 
wine; how musical culture and wine culture have inspired each other throughout history.  
 
The event has been devised by a band of music-loving winos (or should that be wine-loving musos?): well-known 
wine writer and mandolin player, Max Allen ; Italian grape variety specialist and composer, Kim Chalmers ; natural 
winemaker and flautist James Erskine ; and percussionist Eugene Ughetti . As well as matching recorded music to 
wines throughout the dinner, this quartet will also perform a number of pieces live - including a brand new work by Kim 
Chalmers inspired by some of James Erskine!s wines. 
 
The six course dinner/concert/workshop will feature single vineyard pinot noirs from Ten Minutes by Tractor as well as 
little-known Italian varietals from Chalmers, fresh wines from Natural Selection Theory and other wines from as far 
afield as northern France and southern California. The menu has been designed to enhance the combination of wine 
and music - from the clean bright flavours of ceviche to a hearty pasta dish of orrechiete ("little ears! - we couldn!t 
resist) and the classicism of a passionfruit curd tart. 
 
Audience participation will be encouraged: diners will have the opportunity to make music of their own. Senses will be 
teased, seduced and challenged. There might even be dancing. 
 

Max Allen  is wine columnist for The Weekend Australian Magazine and Gourmet Traveller, and author of 
The Future Makers - Australian Wines for the 21st Century (published Oct 2010). He also plays mandolin 
in Gerry Hale!s infamous Melbourne bluegrass band, Uncle Bill. [www.maxallen.com.au] 
 

Kim Chalmers manages Chalmers wines, producing wines from heat and drought tolerant southern 
Italian varietals.  As a composer her last two major works Riverlife and Elements ponder the themes of 
climate change and sustainability in the Murray Darling Basin. [www.chalmerswine.com.au] 
 

James Erskine was voted Gourmet Traveller magazine!s sommelier of the year in 2009; today he's 
based in the hills behind Adelaide making natural wines, smallgoods and ciders. James plays flute in the 
Hills' Kitchen band. [www.naturalselectiontheory.com] 
 

Eugene Ughetti  is a Melbourne based percussionist, composer and artistic director of Speak Percussion 
and The Glass Percussion Project. He has traveled the world performing as a soloist with Symphony 
Orchestras, and has composed a percussion score for the Australian Ballet. [www.speakpercussion.com] 

1333 Mornington -Flinders Road , Main Ridge, Victoria 3928  

$170 pp i ncluding 6 courses & 15 wines  

Bookings E ssential - Phone: 03 5989 6080  

reservations @tenminutesbytractor.com.au    

www.tenminutesbytractor.com.au  


